WATER QUALITY
UPDATE

By Laura DiPietro
Director of Water Quality
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets
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Rules Underway
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Internally working on
revisions. Stakeholder
input will be the next
process but could be Fall
2022.




EMERGING ISSUES IN
FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT

Persistent Chemical
Contaminants
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EMERGING ISSUES IN August 2021
FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT

Plastic
Contamination

Office of Research and Development
EPAGIOR 211116

o EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Plastic packaging
Energy recovery as biogas
Nutrient recovery
as digestate
Food processing and retail /\
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FOOD WASTE &
DEPACKAGING

Figure 1. Pathways for microplastics entry into the
environment via organic soil amendments



Vermont Pay for Performance Program

o $7M USDA NRCS RCPP Grantto AAFM o Data Entry Payments is a one-time

o Goalis to reduce phosphorus above payment of $15/ac up to $4000/ farm

and beyond the 40% required in the o Phosphorus Payments are annual up to
TMDL for Lake Champlain. $100/1b of phosphorus up to
$50,000/farm

o Available Statewide (extrapolated Lake
Champlain data methods)




Vermont Pay for Performance Program

o
Farm Example /\'\VERMONT
AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS

WATER QUALITY DIVISION

Farm #1 ‘ .
al.'m _ 60°% P Reduction
This dairy farm manages 430 acres
with fields primarily located on - \
_ . . Field Management
poorly drained silt loams in corn, ST : 172 1bs. P above threshold
- » Nutrient Managemen
hay, and corn/hay rotations. Planning & =$17,200 P Payment
Land Base « Extended crop rotations | = peduction ¥
Hay\ o Com » No-till on annual crops s Payments
31% 16% « Cover crops . R DataEntry  $4,000
* Surface applied manure Farm P Reduction $17,200
Gl £ Loas Total (Year 1) $21,200




BMP Funding — /
Available

o Funding is available for BMP Projects on Farms
o FY 22 Total $8,378,566

o FY 23 Total $5,651,781 (proposed)

o Total Potential $14,030,347

o BMP Funding can:
o match NRCS projects
o match VHCB projects
o bestand alone BMP
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