
Sec. 1. 

H.35: An Act Relating to Improving the Quality of State Waters
Section by Section Summary of Bill as Passed the House and Senate 

Findings and Purpose Section 

• The purpose of the bill is to manage and regulate waters of the State to improve and not degrade the quality
of State waters; implement the Lake Champlain TMDL; meet impending TMDLs for other waters; identify
areas in the State where there is the greatest need to act; and engage interested parties in water quality
efforts.

• Sec. I provides fmdings regarding the state of Vermont's surface waters

Sec. 2. Agricultural Water Quality Definitions 

• Adds definitions of"farming," "healthy soil," "manure," "top of bank," "wiste," and "waters" to 6 V.S.A.
chapter 215.

Secs. 3-5. Small Farm Certification; Required Agricultural Practices (RAPs); Small Farm Fee 

• Sec. 3 enacts 6 V.S.A. § 4871 to require small farms to certify compliance with the RAPs armually.

• Sec. 3 defines "small farm" as a parcel of land on which IO or more acres are used for farming and that:

o Houses no more than the maximum number of animals for a small farm ( e.g. 199 dairy cows); and

o Delegates to the Agency of Agriculture (AAFM); or .produces crops for sale.

o AAFM shall inspect small farms on a frequency established by the AAFM by rule. During inspection,
AAFM shall identify areas that could use assistance to improve compliance with the RAPs. Identified
areas will be ranked and receive priority assistance to achieve RAP compliance.
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• Sec. 4 requires AAFM to amend the RAPs by rule to establish requirements for small farm certification,
including requirements for stacking or storing nutrients, soil health and loss tolerance, vegetative buffer
zones, livestock exclusion, nutrient management planning, and tile drainage or other dewatering technology.

• Sec. 5 requires AAFM to report to the General Assembly by Jan. 15, 2017 with recommendations regarding
how subsurface tile drainage or other dewatering technology should be managed.

Secs. 6-11. Agricultural Water Quality Funding--Fees and Agency Positions 

• Sec. 6 establishes a $2,500 armual registration fee for large farms. AAFM shall inspect large farms at least
once a year.

• Sec. 7 establishes a $1,500 armual registration fee for medium farms. AAFM shall inspect medium farms at
least once every five years.

• Sec. 9 requires commercial feed distrlbutors to report tonnage of feed distributed in state in 2016 and 2017.

• Sec. IO establishes a $30 a ton fee on non-agricultural fertilizer distributed in the State, in addition to an .
existing $0.25 fee per year on all fertilizer. The minimum armual fee to be paid shall be $150.

• Sec. 11. Increases the armual product registration fee on pesticide products from $110 to $125.
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